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to our children is healthier, safer, and more
abundant than the one we inhabit today.

I believe—I know that together we can ex-
tend this moment of miracles into an age of
great work and new wonders.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Gen-
eral Assembly Hall.

Remarks at a United Nations
Luncheon in New York City
September 27, 1993

[Inaudible]—of all the heads of state here,
we thank you for your warm and eloquent
words, for your gentle urging to us to do bet-
ter by the United Nations, and for the hospi-
tality and vision which you have brought to
your work.

We have seen so many changes in the
world in the last few years, indeed in the
last few weeks. I saw the Foreign Minister
of Israel here and could not help remember-
ing again the magic ceremony on the South
Lawn of the White House 2 weeks ago today
and the handshake that electrified the world.

Seven months from today, black and white
South Africans will join in casting their votes
for a genuine multiracial democracy and a
new future for that long-troubled land. New
possibilities for peace and progress unfold al-
most daily. And the United Nations will
clearly play a central role in confronting the
challenges and seizing the opportunities of
the new era.

Eleanor Roosevelt, a First Lady of ours
who once played a vital role in the birth of
the United Nations, described the United
Nations as a bridge, a bridge that could join
different people despite their differences.
Today, the traffic across that bridge is brisk
and crowded indeed. As with our own Nation
and Russia, peoples who once rarely met
each other halfway, now increasingly join to
walk across that bridge shoulder-to-shoulder,
joined in common efforts to solve common
problems.

As this grand bridge reaches nearly half
a century in age, we need to modernize and
strengthen it, but let us not lose sight of how
dramatically the view from that bridge has
improved. We can see new possibilities for

conflict resolution. We can look toward new
breakthroughs and the efforts to make
progress against humankind’s oldest prob-
lems: poverty, hunger, and disease. We can
envision an era of increasing peace.

Those are the sights which have driven the
U.N.’s vision since its creation. Today, I sug-
gest that we all raise our glass in a toast to
make those visions new and real.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. at the
United Nations. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Morihiro
Hosokawa of Japan in New York City
September 27, 1993

The President. This has been an excep-
tional day, and both the Prime Minister and
I had the honor to speak before the 48th
General Assembly of the United Nations at
the dawn of a new era. I’m especially pleased
to have had the opportunity today to have
a good conversation with Prime Minister
Hosokawa. We’ve just renewed our acquaint-
ance and discussed many of the issues of
great importance to both our nations. I look
forward to working with him in the months
ahead to make sure that the issues that we’re
working on together bear fruit.

I want to begin by saying that I feel a great
deal of respect and affinity for the Prime
Minister. We are both former Governors. We
were both elected by our countries with a
mandate for change. Our two peoples recog-
nized instinctively that we’ve entered a wa-
tershed period in our history, when both
Japan and the United States must make
changes that are long overdue.

My meeting with the Prime Minister per-
suaded me that he is indeed, as he said in
his campaign, committed to change for the
benefit of his people. And I hope that the
changes he brings to Japan can help to rede-
fine the relationships between our two coun-
tries in ways that improve the economic dif-
ficulties which we have had but strengthen
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